
SPECIAI
REPORT

War Crimes

Tribunal

London
A NEWS ANALYSIs FOR SOCIALISTS

vol. 6 No. 18 17th Nov. 1955

\ trLCOME t0 'tEn r.,r-,\R cRIIms lRIBIJNT'.1, !

6D

r',. e publleh on page four an extrenely ioportant document. It ls the statenent
of aLms ad.optetl the first meetlng of the 'Ib1brmal to lnvesti gate the arlegat-tlon of war crimes ln Vietnan. This tbilrmal brln$ togpther a coLlectionof left wlng interlectuars, J,rJ-sts and ,orlters of a most lmpresslve cartbre.
'Itree, of the ',yorld. 

I s g?eatest nen hold the noet lnportant ofilcee r Bertranal
Rusd"1, presldentt Jea,' faul .sartre, executive preiident land lfradlmlr )ettiJer,
chalrmanr Other meobers of the lblbrural lnclude I Lelio Basso. Slmone deSeauvolr, Lazaro Cardenas, Isaac Deutscher, Gunther Anders. 

- 
(we-sfraif-putffsn

next week a fuII ltst of the oembers nith biographlcal detalls, etc.).
the lblbunal hae nar{r enemies (not arI of then fron the r'rmerlcan state Depart-ment, to put it mlId1y) and tle brlng{n6 together of these people on e coInrnon,nders tandlng was a great achlevemeni. the /,uerican authorit:.ie hrve-Iet ttb: qofl,l that they are very arg?'n nith the ryench cor."rn eni ior 

"oi-t"""iogthe Tribunal' actLvities on trbench so1I. rn thls countlxr the capitl,rlsf p""""
Tt 1l a tlis-gusting ray try- lts mallcLous repolts antt downri.ght' distortions.Their hatred of the rlbibunal is self-revesrlngt they fear its verdict anauntlers ts.nil the value of thls operatlon againei'reaclionary propagenda. - 

Theopposltlon of certaln sections of the labour n'ovement has- mire'c6mpltcated
orig{'ne but ie just a.s deter,in?d end arevious. Ttre left ,""t "."pi"a-ij'g:tvilg thls 'lYibunal the fulJ..help-i.t cal, by opposing all the ;a;;"#,includlng the subtle onee against lt.
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iEthin the next fer weeks, and certaluly rell before ttre enil of the y€&r,
proaluction of [he l{eek w111 transferred to lonilou. Thle loove has been
rmtler rllecussion for sone tlne but has been held up by varlous technical .."
problens. Thls nove wi bring Ear\y atlvarta€€s: 1t ri1l. be easier tn b!1ng
out- issues orlenteA to polltical eveate 1n londoup certain spon6o"a snd
supporters who live l"n London 1111, find Lt easier to take palt ln the editor-
ia1 work and Bales w:ill rise because we can Bet our journal, more eagily into
London bookshopa. There wi11, however, be some teething problens: we have
built up ln Nottingham a realIy devoted team of volultary workers Eho work
very hard and efficlently, 1t w'il1 take u6 sone tlne to build up such a tean
in london, ',/e would appeal to all Iondou eubecriberg and readers to consider
if they can help ln any way and contsct us. Tele*tone either Geoff. Goggan

1ri'nr 4zo9), Pat Jordaa ( rro lr1a) or Kea Tarbuck (do6 7192)

Discussions about the future of the .treek

It hae been swgesteil fron sevetal qualtera that the \Ieek should becoEe a
cc-operatlvely oxned llntte<I conpan;r, rith shareh;TaE'-;eetlnga arrd a
forosl gtructute. No decislon has been taken ebout theee suggeationo and,
in<leed, none can be taken l,tltll. the supporters of the ioulnal have tholou8hly
tilecusied then. If aly eupporter of our journal has ary ideas o[ thi6 matte!,
or roulal llke to ensure thet hls polnt of view ls considered on thls questlot|
please write ln.

Jr:nble sale raises f.15 for The \{eek

Talcfu6 advatage of the experience of manlr other organieatlone, Nottlnghao

"wp"it"* 
of"@ or-ganleed a Junl1g sale for the journal leet saturday.

It {aE a,a outstandlng "t,"I."" end c6npletely solcl out' In fact, go succesgful
ias it ttrat people had. to h.ve thelr adnlssiotr money re turtred because three

iir"" ." many peopfe c6!re as were exp-egted I tfe hope other local gr9ups of
ouppolters r11I exarirre this me tho'l of natllg noney for us'

REI{INDER! RB{INIER! 'fi![l[DER! 
p,-IIIMFR! B]]]{INDER! REUI]IDER! qr']IiINDER !

fhere 1111 be a bottle party to ralge funde for The 
"Ieek 

at ]1a' -]laur5r 
Rd',

st f." x"*iret"", thls Satu"iqv, Novemter 19t')r' c666iE5s at 7'1O p'tn' dng
806 7592 for detalls hof, to 8et ther€ r etc.

l,lCNItElY RrnTEllir - an lndependent soclaliet organ of t'he Anerlcan left'
Eas established 1n london an offLce of 1ts monthly uag-azlne "?tl publlehlt)€i

fr"""", "fr"t" you can buy L{onopoly CaPltal (see page 5) and other }m Peess

boo]<s.
50e for a one-Year
52g. for l,lonopolY
Subscrlbe now and
p}lces. f irite to!

subscrip tion to l{on Review
Capltal by Sweezy.
save Eoney bY l Jrlng new lrln 'Yess books at prepublieatlon

11-71 Moreland St., Lontlon 8.C.1.l,lionthly Review Iless .
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MARK LANE T0 T,,JG 3URT ACTIoN 0N I(mrINmY PHoToS Based on Reuter report

r${ark lane Eay start court action to have the lhotograBhlc evid.ence fron
the autopsy on Ple6ident Kenne(y EEde Inrbllo.

'l,lt'. Iame, the l{ew York 1arryer, rrhoBe book "Rush to Judgeoentrr criticiees
the findingE of the inqultT into PreBldent Xenneqrr s asEassiratlon' Ba,lra

that 1f the Goveta&ent doee not pe:mlt exa,nlnation of the photographs a.nd

other evitlence, he w111 brl.rtg an action in the FealeraL court.

'The X-"ays a.ntl photogaphs were turnea over l-aat rreek by the Ketu'Iealy fa.nlIy
to the national- archives in washilgton wlth stipulaticls aestricllng publtc
viewln8 for the lifetine of the late Presldentrs widow, parents, brothers t

sisters and chlltlren.

,{he plctures oay be exa^nined after five year€ by recoS[lzetl expertsr.with
15g |amrlyrB lrerrlsslon. Goverru,ent lnvestlgatira bodies nay rriew then
at ary tioe. In a BtateDentr l'lr. Iane criticizetl the handing ove! of the

i-rays a,rra plctures to the archives. 1[his action, he sai'I, officlally.
confirned that the Varren Comlssion, which inquileil into the assassinatioa
,,fal]etl to e:eff.ne "o,. of-tr." nost relevant arrd vital docuoents in the case.l''|

EOW TO MAIG E1 TILLION-TAX F'REE - 3Y NKMING OUTII from Dave Vindsor

Ttre followilg 1aw repolt fron The Tlroes of Novenber 4th 18 an exarryrle of
the ilmer t,ortlngB of caDltali8ms

'Eis Iordshlp dis4iBsed wlth costs thla appeal by the crol'n fron a decislon

of the Special Comi.seio;"" oi ft 
"or" 

tai- trr"t lrrt4or0oo received ly I'C'I'
floo five Europea,n .aa t,o-ittpanese companies urder the provisions ^of 

a€?ee-

nents enabli-ng tto"" conpLi"llt-"t"ri"ture ard selL Ln vari'ous foreiSn

colmtries products "qur"iit"i- 
to the products- maaufactured' a'nd so1tl by ICI

hele urder the nane r".yI""" 
-aia 

not iau to be aseessed to lncorne tax untler

Case I of Schedule ! "" 
;;;-gr;t-d that-t'he. suxos received were capital'

In 194Lr Mr. J.R. wfr:',,"fi"ia"n'I Dr' I'T' Dlckson' two lesearch chemists

enployed by callco pt:."tli"*'rl"i"r"iio"' lnventetl a method of producing

lbrtrlene polyners ,,d ;Jtci;i'e 
- 

ttt"i so that ttrev had special qual'itiee

of strength and prrauiliti---t'P';' took out patentl P th:'unrl:Llligdoo
and abroad but vas too Jilir .":;;;;-;; a.""iop the lnvention comerciallv

Accorttlngly, in 1947, c'il1'l s'*"i r'c'r' an t'11l=1t'u licence to explolt

the oatentg throu6hout i;;1;"iil-;;"epi'ir,e_u"rt"tl states' for a period of

;ii"r:"#'; ;;-"-ffi;;iJ'"r"ii"-p"i""i"' .T" ll''' next rer'r vei'rs r'c'r'
erpendetl nuch noney o" ""l""in ii-ie"eroprt'e. the inventlon' took out an-

cillary patents "d "te";;d-;l-tic:'ar 
ptoaottiot'' 1trre possibilitiee were

so sreat that lt "* "'lJi*tiiT-i: 
c:i: 6oura'noi--neet the'ovexseas denana

from Blitaini n,."" "ii' ffi; il;-;;s; oapttai ir'"t trt" establlehnent of

foreign pla,nte tould h"; rii;;-rroi r'c'r' it was tioubtful ldlethe! a't

that ti-ne r l9r?-rr, Tt#""y';;""i- i* trre rore:sr exchange requir€d oula

have been forthconing. 
*I 

't' i:;th;'ef ore' --entered"i-nto 
a€reements with five

Eutopean contrE:ries ' Ht"di;;;i;'il r'*"9, I'Iontecatini il Italy' Iloechst

Glanzstoff in Gea:nar$r, ;;;:K'u: in l{oliand r:nder which I'c'I' grarted

erolusive licences i" ti't"-fi""""ee I s country and al-so uldertook not to

corolete ln those .ot*t"il"-Ii-irre nanufacture and se11i!8 of nroducts of

;tfiil; "irrt""i"" 
*r'"tr'"r *'at uniler the patents or not'



TTM {I]!6 AND OBIIiCTIYES OE TM T\IBI'NA].,*

The conscience of nankind ls profoundly dis turbed by the war being waged ln
Vle,*cj B ft is a war in whlch the rorlal'B wealttriest and nogt powerful state
1e opposed to a nation of poo! peasants, who have been fightinA for thelr
indepeudence for a quarter of a centur;r. It appearo that thta war i.s belng
ragetl ln vlolation of j.nternatlonal, Iar antl custoo.

r)very itay, the worlil press and, partlcularly, that of the Uni ted States,
publlshee repolts nhich, if prcveal, would rcpreeent an ever growing violation
of the prLnciplee establlshetl by the Nurenburg 'Iribuul antl rules flxerl by
lntematiolal a€?eenents.

Moved. antl shocked by the suffe:ring endureil by the Vietna.mese people and convincetl
that hua,anity must lcror the truth in order to dellver a serious and impartial
Judgeneut on the everts ta.hing place ln Vletnan and where the responsibiLlty for
them l1eae we heve accepted the lnvttltion of Sertranil Russell to neet, ln order
to examilre these facte scrupulouely and conforat then rlth the rules of law
whlch govem then.

Coatlauett over/

rt hae been arleged that in the first nlne roonths of L966, the alr force of the
unl' tetl sta.tee hae tlroppetl, ln vlehaan, four nllllccr pormdi of bombs dairy. rfit continueg at this rate to the end of the year, ttre totaL ,-lrl constttute agreater nass of exploeivee than it rurloadetl on the entire Paciflc theatle dulj.qg
the whole of the Secontl Worlfl l[ar. Ttre area boubarrle6 in this ray i.s ::o blggelttnn the statea of New york and lennsylva,nla. In the South, tfre t.S. forces andthelr tloclle saigon arrles have herded eight mlrlton peoptei peasalt; a^nd thel:rfa.nlliee, into barbetl wire encampnents unaler trre suryeirianie of the potltlcalporlce.- chenloal . loraor:o have been, and are being, used to defoir.aie andrender barren tens of thousands rf acreg of famlandl' crop" 

""" 
-t"iot -syet.ro-

atically des troyed - and thls 1n a countrxr where, even in norral tlBes. theaverag€ rraa or woutan eats lese tha,n half ttre footl consumed by the avenege.Anerlca.n (and livee to lees than one tfrira of-iris a€el.
rr:rigatlon sys teEE are delr.berately ilierupted. Napah, phosporus borobe an. avariety 'of dher, sa.letlcarly aestgae. ana hi therto- utaao,n ,eapone a.re belngP"1 1s"}1" t the population orboth fro"tr. *a lo"ttr vietaan, More than flvehundred thousand. vletna^mese oea, wor,en antt chllarren have peli.hear unaer thlsonslaught r nore th,, the nr:ober of soldierg trri-uoit"a statee 10st in bothworrd wara, arthough the population or vr"trrae-t.. alreedgr l."i-a""iLila a.,,rre,jliaj",g:l". ant trbench occupatlone,"a tr,.-r"rr-..r,e which1"ii"";i"iildi".ra

Even though we have not been- entruete. wlth thle ta,sk by any organlseat autholitJr,re h&ve taken the re.Don.iblrlty r" tt" r."t"i"ii of hunani tg-and. the preservatlonof civ1118at10D' r/e act on our .lrn accord, ln conplete ind}tdence r"ir 
-*,.v

goverzuent ard anv officiar or ee,i-officiar-oro*r,i"rtr"il-ii-ii.'tir#o.r.irrthat re expless a ateep a&rletJr ;d ,;;;;;;"ii"iv *rry of orrr fellor huoans 1n

"Tilr"::fr:**, 
re trust that our 

"ctron Jii rreip to-"ro,r"" ti"-iii""i"r,"u or

* D.cuaent a.dapte. by the fi,.s_t- neetlng of the tbibr:nal to investl*ate theallegation of rar crlmes in Vletnau.



re, therefore, congider ourselves a ,l'ritrunal rhich, even if tt ha8 not the
potre" to :lnFose sanctiong, s111 have to arurwer, anongB t othera, the follorlng
queetlons r

1. Ee^e the uni teit statea Govern'eDt ( an<t the Goveranente of :uetralia,
Nes Zealantl anal South (orea) cormlted act€ of a€:g?eesion according
to lnternatlonal lar?

2. IIas the .iner.l.ea:l .rq/ nade use of or experiuented vlth rew,eapons
or weapona forbidden by the lars of rar (gae, epeclal chenlcal products,
napaln, etc. ) ?

,. Haa there been bombardruent of targete of a purely clvilian character,
for exanple, hoepLtale, schools, eanatorl,al da.ne, etc., aJral on rhet
scale hae thls occuneal?

4. Eave Vietnamese plteonera bean subjected to inhuman treatnent forbldden
by tbe lars of rar anil, in partlcukee to torture .or to mutllatloa?
IIav€ there been rmJustifleil reprlsale agalnet the clvl11an populatlrn,
ln partlcular, the executlon of hostag€s?

5. f,ave forcetl labour campe been created, hag there been deportatlon of
the populatlon or other acts tendfug to thC extelllnatlon of the
populatlon and whlch can b€ characterlseit jr:rlttloally aa acts of
eBnocldo?

If the Trlbunal tlecides that on€, or all, of these crfuaes have been comltteilt
It 1111 be up to the trlbunel to deciile rho beara the responslblllty for then.

',hia dbrural rill exa:nlne aLt the evldence that nay be placed before it by
anJr source or ua:r!r. the errldence nay be ora1, or in the folo of docunents.
No eviilence releva,nt to our purposes si1l be refusetl attentlon. No ritness
c onpetent to testlfy about the events with thLch our enquLry ig concerned wlll
by denieal a hearlng.

the Natfuaal Llberation tont of Vletnam anil the Govertment of the Denocratic
..epubltC of Vle tltam have assured us of their ri111ngn.c,,:. +:. co-opelat€, to
proviate the neceasarJ, infolaatlon, aail to help us ln ch:r'<ing the eccuracy
and rellabLllty of the infor ation. the Csmbod'isr head ',1 ;tate, Prlace
Slhanoukl hss g{r,l larfy offered to help by the productici-r ,..,1 evidence. e

trust that they will honour th18 pledge and ve ehalI gratefully accelt thei!
he1p, wlthout preJudice to. our ovn viewg or attltuale. e renew r as a Trlbunal,
the appeal whlch tsertrand Ruesell hrrs addreBsetl ltl his nane to the Goveranoent

of the Uaited Statee. f,e invite the Govertment of the Uni tetl States to
present evidence or cauEe 1t to tre pre.eeatedr and to tnstnct thelr offlclals
or repreeentatl.vee to appear antl I tate thelr case, ':ur purpose i8 to estabLish
- vithout feer of favour - the full truth about thl'e qar. lfe eincerely hope
that our efforts rill contrlbute to the wolldle JuBtlce, to the re-establi6h-
ment of peace and the llberatlon of oppressed peoplee.

rt*ls0LurI0l{ OF TEE .''iI3I'N]'I

lye 8r€ g-?atefirl to the Sertranil Russell Peace For:nilation for the work f,hlch
lt ha.8 alrea.tly done. YJe ale 6u!e that the prelininary step6 al.ready talen by
it rt1l help us to conplete our ts.ok withia a r€aaonable tine antt with
considerabl; nore efficiency than it would. have been poseible lf 1ts preltmi-
nar;r rork had rrot helped our delibelatlona.

NoTll IP 'tI EI( ''IISI1CRJB'aS itris iesue le four pages .snal1er than usual snd
has coEe out a day 1ate. 'ihe explarlatlon for thi6 simple I a large part of
our teohnical staff has been hetplng w'i th the technical work of the 'r a:c

Crires [l"l,brnal 1n lontlcm. {ext w ek re sha11 have extra pa€€g to nal<e up.



}DNOPOLI CAPITAI, By Pau1,A- Baran erd Pau]. tl. Srcezy
reviewed \r Ken Tarbuck

Ed.note: This r^ecentAy ptrbllshed book hasl up to now, attracted little
notice ln the review co\urrs of ttre capltalJ,st press, and al:rrost no dJ. sc-
ussLon 1n the soclalr st preas. The Week can claim udth some Just5flcation
that 1t recogrdsed ttE 1lpottance of thls book by organi sing the flrst
public discuEslon on lt ln london on June 2ith thts year. We rsilan to
tb subJect be cause we feel that sore of the isaues rel Eed in the book are
of Jmporbmce to al] sorlous soclalists.

ThJ.s book ls a revlaionlgt ror* ln the verSr best tradltion of that very
overuprked phrsse. ft sets out, bold\r, to exanine ttr pr.esent stage of
ronopoly capltaJ.isn and in the prrcess trles to arrlv€ at an adequate
theory of its 1evrs. In doJrg so the authors felt that they had io revise
certain of l4ancrs concepts, or, rEther, tc question tte valldity of thelr
appllcatJ.or today. But this they attenpt to do on tle basls oi genelal
l'ler:d st theory and not by cont rrdlctlng or oppos5,rg l,lard sn. ft ls
perhaps t},ls aspect of tlc book thst glves It aose of its novel and rp't
inte restlrg aspects.

.TE "ry* of ttr prroblen ls that thoy oee the analysls that !hn< gsre aebej-rg based upo'r a courpetitlve rnoder of capitalisn ana trrat r*rd;ry i;on\r see n ln ttris context as being marglnal to the analyals. fky arguethat previous atteupts by Mar:clsti to enalyse ronoploy i:ave rai rea" uec lusettey r^lere rooted In tle conpetitive .model, and not- because of tbetr assuEp-t:-on that nrcropoly is today ttE donrnant ieature of capitallsrn and-thst
new as,sumption s and new analytical tools arre therefore requit€d.
The neln reui sion that they utderLake is that of dropping ttr concept ofzurplus v81ue and anbstltutlng for it the concept or iu"I*J" ;;i;";,which t hey defirre as 't = difierence betr/,,een what a soc.ir:Ly prcdqc;e &tl{ttte cost of producine itn. TF" 1qeg appear to.be_rrE;"i;; ;ilX"rofiu,and a rerstivery einpre concept. 

-ltr,reirir, rt-is rsr moie tG"tr,iu,"*athe achral conputatfion of the econouri" *r{f"" :.s today a }righly complexard. exac ting _task. wlry they undertook this r"evisi on i."" ud"tr*-,ill- ua highly developed *n6p6'ly capXtallst society, the su;Iu;-;;;;"';;f,crns- and disguise s. .... it ii ror trrai re;;; * prefer the ccnceDtI eurplus I to the traditi.onal. l4ar:<ian r 

""rpf"" 
-"-Jruf 

; 
-;;"; 

;;;1L", f 
"probab\v ldentlfiod in the uind of most ptpr" i*,[i;;ur-i,{^d;:";*qmic theory as bejng usr* t tlre sum "f'fi5rit" + intere sL + r.ent. ....It is our contention that. under. opr.pofi ;6;;"1i* tf,:. " f-""a,r:s 

-f 

"..,olonger JuEtifled, and *. bp.u that a'change't r-t"rrninologi, 
"dlf l*f.p i;-effect the needed shifr in Li,e theoreti;J-p";ii"n,,. (pI!" Z)

This shift in t5:oretical position i.s frOanfy the one that udll give riseto ttE greatest controve!.s{ around ttrls book.- tfp ""ef":o""!lr';;";wise of the introduction ol tFs 
""" "o"""pi'ra11; tu ;;;ilil; il;;on b*v one us6s it. U,.as I thini thet-e;r'iJ"_ and Slueezy use thetlsory to s,ggesb that crises wtLL tend L ai""pp.". or be corp rpre\r res_

i**_Tg* Tpryry capitalran, thi"-;",rid-i;Jj to 
"erious errnore of.Ju-r6irrErr!. .rr t ,louever,, one useg t,e concept to derrcnstrate the fundarnental irratlonality of tle. systen, t,fren it -U;comes 

an addltiorEl porarrfirlweapon of analvsls. The botk puis r"rmJiiJ-:.a"" of a rlslru econo'lcourplus as being the dlst1ngu1"i,f"g ;h";;;"iiltr" or the uonopoJ.y era ofcapltallm: thls is uroughb tonmia i" ai Ji."ii"n to the law of't€niencyof ttp decllne i,' the raG of pofi t ,',"ii,"s- 
" 

-""ntraf 
prac€ i-n trsditlon..



I4arxian economics. The generation and dlsposal of thi s 3!3i4g surplus is
the maJor probla for rnonopoly capltali an according to their theory.-..&te
1s lefi, 1o,,1"r"., with the lmpre ssion thst ln fact thio is not a Sra];ttat'
ively norr pnoblem for capltellsra but a quanttt'ivr otl€ ' l€nci sts ha\'€ nor'?r

aunr"a tr.,ai capitall or tris been a tretrEndous acc.rnrlator of materlal goods,

-. ir,.i it ,oi:a ao "th"; 
ihd p."po. the materlal basis for the tranEltion

to- uo"faff", on a ,aprld 
"".f". 

'I:n fact tl€y have natntejaod that th18 waa

ac corpli s5ed decades "go]-- 
Ibr"otrer, tle f i-gure s that Baran and Sv'nezy pro-

drrce terd to refurfotce iL f."- of trfoe'rry to a de c]jlrp in ttre rate of profit' '
Thev c a.tcul"ato that ttre f oiilnl"- *tpf* -"t" 

defirpd by thenr rose a9 a percent-

age of Gross Natlonal P'Iiil;i"-U;-us'l roo'1Z 'g" i:r4a9 to 55'r ln 1963'

Surplus value, 1.e. p*fi;;-;;--*a-rt'tttu"t decllned ftom 5'7'5 to 3r'9'

There fore, one vould qrestion the necessity for the 5herp countcrpo slng betue en

il;;;; rd ry::r.:ii'lf Ji: Hffi f.:;;*n!;;X S:dii1":fi+liilr"
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